	HELP FOR CLUBS CASE STUDY
	[image: image2.png]








Orienteering – an ideal sport to take into schools...
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Mar Orienteering Club operates in the mid-Deeside area (Banchory/Aboyne/Ballater) and has had a very active junior section under the leadership of Denise Wright & Trevor Ricketts for the past 4-5 years. The Club has a large number of participants and offers a wide range of activities.  

The junior section started as an after schools club and has increased the junior membership of the club which now totals 50% of the club membership, has about 80 active juniors attending local events and has had 40+ juniors attending regular training sessions.  
The initial involvement with Banchory Academy acted as a catalyst for targeting other local primary school networks in Aberdeenshire and the Club has produced maps of 39 schools  which are used by Active Schools Coordinators to introduce children to orienteering and are helping to hold festivals for 4 or 5 primary school networks – each with 80-150 children will compete for an inter-schools trophy.

Keen to maintain momentum, the Club is already planning for the future – keen to establish a more formal link between schools and the Orienteering Club in order to allow keen children to move into mainstream orienteering.
Looking further ahead, the club is keen to develop a club coaching structure to allow it to put on more coaching sessions.  It is working towards finding funding to employ someone to act as a contact between the club junior section and the active schools coordinators.
Jonathan Musgrave (Vice-President) has been a club member for over 20 years. He believes that Orienteering is an ideal sport to be taken into schools and would recommend this to other Orienteering clubs. “The sport offers numerous benefits to schools, both in relation to physical activity and other skills and curriculum development such as geography and numeracy.  For this reason, teachers are often keen to get involved.”
For more information, visit the club’s website (http://www.marocscotland.org.uk/) or contact

Jonathan Musgrave

Vice President

Mar Orienteering Club

jon@big-jon.demon.co.uk 
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